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Better Than Beveridge 


NE hundred years ago—for 
“Past and Present” was 
written in 1842—Carlyle 

was prophesying doom to Eng- 
land if she did not solve the 
problem of mass-unemployment. 


There were, he said, two million un- 
employed in a population of 27 mil- 
lions. That was a portent of disaster. 
His words are famous. Most people 
who read have read them at least 
once in their lives, 


What is the use of your spun shirts? They 
hang there by the miliion, unsaleable; and 
here, by the million, are diligent bare backs 
that can get no hold of them. Shirts are 
useful for covering human backs; useless 
otherwise, an unbcarable mockery otherwise. 
You have fallen terribly behind with that 
side of the problem] 


How often must I remind you? There is 
not a horse in Engiand, ab‘e and willing to 
work, but has due food and lodging; and 
goes about sieek-coated, satisfied in heart. 
And you say, it is impossibie. Brotherg I 
answer, if for you it be impossible, what 
is to become of you? It is impossible for us 
to believe it is impossible. The human brain 
looking at these sleck English horses, re- 
fuses to believe in such impossibility for 
English men. Do you depart quickly; clear 
the way soon, lest worse befall. 


What, in those hundred years, has 
‘ecome of us? The impossible has 
remained impossible, and we have be- 
-come what we are today: a nation 
wholly enslaved to the mechanized 
blasphemy of total war. 


The Archbishop of York tells us it 
is now become a crusade. He at any 
rate must have forgotten his Carlyle. 
It may suit his Grace’s Christian con- 
science to believe that the arch-fiend 
Hitler is responsible for our con- 
dition. The reader of “Past and 
Present” knows better. 


Britain as Leader 


In 1842 Britain led the world—in 
wealth, inventiveness and power. 
What Britain decided to do in the 
first fifty of tre hundred years that 
followed, the world would have had 
to do likewisey If Britain had decided 
that the shirts and the backs should 
be brought together, come what might, 
there would have been no Hitler and 
no war today. 


Britain could have set the earthly 
pattern to tre world. Her prophets 
were calling upon her to do it. She 
refused, and we are where we are: 
engaged body and soul, child and 
woman, in a war that is not a crusade, 
and can be called one only by the 
flunkeys of religion. 


_We are where we are. The impos- 
sible is still the impossible, In 1842 
Carlyle said: “It is impossible for us 
to believe it is impossible.” In 1942 
Sir William Beveridge says: 

When people asy we cannot abolish un- 
employment, I say we have abolished it 
twice in my life-time—during the last war 
and during this war. I simply will not 
believe it is impossible to abolish mass-un- 
employment, but I do not know how it ig to 
be done, and I do not know whether any- 
body else knows. 


After a hundred 
same words. But with how grim a 
difference! We have abolished un- 
employment onlv by war. Hitler can 
say the same. Hecan say more. He 
can say, truly, that by this war be 
abolished unemployment for Britain 
as well as Germany. 

Hitler abolished unemployment in 
Germany, by preparing for war, and 
gave us the Hell-sent opportunity to 
follow his example. We followed it. 
That is our achievement in a hundred 


years, the very 


years. 
A crusade! God help us if we be- 
lieve it! And God help the pillars of 


the Church who persuade us to do so! 


If they believe in a judgment (whick 
I doubt they do) they will need more 
than an earthly advocate when they 
come to it. 


The Peace Solution 


But is it true that we do not know 
how to abolish mass-unemployment 
except by war? Not_ necessarily. 
True, we have chosen the war-solu- 
tion. But that may have been because 
we did not like the look of the peace- 
solution. Indeed, it may be because 
we do not like tre look of the peace- 
solution of unemployment that we 
prefer to stick to the war, today. 


Suppose we look at the peace-so- 
lution. Right now. Having used the 
war to get everybody employed, sup- 
pose we just carry on, but without the 
war. Having used the war as the 
battery to get the cold engine started, 
we cut off the juice and let the en- 
gine run. We pension off Mr. 
Churchill and the other saviours of 
the country (for amount of pension 
see below) and say to everybody else: 


“Just stay as you are—fully emptayed. Five 
millions of you in the army ful'y employed— 
now in doing nothing. Ten millions of you in 
munitions fully employed making things which 
the army will not use. Just keep on at i, 
while we make the necessary change-over.” 


A rather wasteful method, it seems, 
if taken literally. For the time being 
the aeroplanes will have to go on 
dropping their bombs somewhere— 
say in mid-Atlantic—because the 
bombs and the aeroplanes will go on 
being made. 

The alternative to this patent im- 
becility is to give a holiday on full 
pay to all the makers of these now 
useless commodities, while the shops 
are being retooled to more human 
purposes. The army, of course, can- 
not be expected to stand for that. So 
we will put the army on holiday too, 
on civilian pay. 

Two-thirds of the working popula- 
tion on paid holiday. Who will then 
go on doing the work that is really 
necessary? 


For the Time Being 


For that I have a bright and 
simple idea: better than Beveridge. 
£5 a week for everybody on holiday—Gen- 

erals, Admirals, Prime Ministers, privates. 
£10 a week for everybody who goes on with 

@ peace-time job, 

Everybody who is doing a peace-time job and 
getting more than £10 a week for it gives 
up the surplus in income-tax. 

All unearned incomes over £5 a week tem- 
porarily reduced to that figure. ' 
That will do for the time being, 

while we get peace production really 

going. 

But what if Hitler wants to bomb 
us still? That is simple. We give 
him notice that on Feb. 1 we propose 
to give all our army and navy and all 
our munition-makers a long holiday. 
If, however, Germany insists on bomb- 
ing us, we shall reluctantly bomb Ger- 
many back until she agrees to adopt 
a similar holiday. 

I will guarantee that Hitler will not 
be able to keep the Germans fighting 
for a single day. 

It is as simple as that. And that 
is the true crusade: the crusade to 
stop the war, by that simple means. 


Revolution—by Peace 


Would I be allowed to say that—or 
anything like it—over the wireless? 


Of course not. Why not? 
Because it would end the war. Be- 
eause it would defeat Hitler. For 


both those reasons. 


And for another: because it means 
revolution by peace. The Govern- 
ment does not want peace, because 
peace is revolutionary. It wants vic- 
tory, because victory means no peace, 
and victory therefore is not revolu- 
tionary. 


And for yet another reason. The 


peace-solution of unemployment, 
which is the only peace, means holi- 
day for millions, And that is ana- 
thema, 

I do not pretend that, at first, this 
society of peace and holiday would be 
a very higk-souled society. It would 
not: for people in general have lost 
the capacity to make good use of 
leisure and holiday. But give them 
the chance, and the capacity will come 
back to them. 

Meantime, 


though it would be a 


vulgar, it would be a cheerful world: | 


a world blundering and groping its 
way through life towards more life, 
halted in its demoniac rush through 
death to yet more death. 


In 1842 Britain led the world—to | 
the present nemesis of death, In | 


1942, why not lead it to life—if only 


to quiet the uneasy ghost of Thomas . 


Carlyle? “Clear the ways soon, lest 
worse befall.” 


A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR CHAIRMAN 


HE arrest of Stuart Morris on 

a charge coming under the 

Official Secrets Act creates a 
difficult situation for the Union. 


No details of the charge have been made 
public, nor were they likely to be at the 
adjourned hearing on Dee. 31. If Stuart 
is then committed for trial, there will be 
further delay before the issue of the case 
is known. 


In the circumstances I would urge the 
Groups to abstain from idle discussion or 
ill-considered judgments and to rest as- 
sured that the Executive is preserving its 
personal contact with Stuart and that the 
interests of the Union are being carefully 
watched. So far no officer of the Union 
has been even, questioned, so that it would 
seem as if the charge concerns Stuart per- 
sonally and not the Union as a whole. 


ALEX WOOD 


North Africa Problem 


| eee Darlan has had a painful end. Now that Gen. 
Giraud has succeeded Darlan, there are greater hopes of 


uniting the French. 


But, for some reason not clear to 


me, obstacles are still apprehended. 


Since I have never seen reason to 
believe that the assassinated Admiral 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


was other than a patriotic French- EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


man, trying to do the best for his 
country in unpropitious circumstances, 
I pricked my ears at the very plain 
insinuation in the Observer (Dec. 27) 
that his murderer was likewise a 
patriotic Frenchman, whose prompt 
execution “for a political crime” was 
higtly suspicious. 

Neither assassinations nor execu- 
tions are congenial to me; but I 
should have thought that in the 
present condition of French N. Africa 
prompt action was to be expected. And 
who (I wondered) are the suspects, 
now that Darlan himself is no more? 
The suggestion appears to be that 
the whole of the N. African admini- 
stration is suspect—of what? 


66 Fascists’? 


THE answer is suggested by the 
Manchester Guardian (Dec, 28). 


The French colonists are more inclined to 
Fascism than the French at home. In the 
years before the war the relations of the 
French and the natives had been embittered 
by nationalist agitation followed by re- 
pression. The Blum Government had intro- 
duced liberal legislation, which many of the 
colonista disliked. This was therefore fav- 
ourable ground for building up an anti- 
popular party, 


How much there is in this, it is hard 
to say. The Blum Government was 
overthrown in metropolitan France. 
Moreover, Algaria is an integral part 
of metrepolitan France, not a “colony” 
at all. And if we are to talk in this 
way of the danger of Fascism in 
African colonies—Fascism being un- 
derstood as a political system of in- 
ferior rights for the natives—what 
of Kenya, N. Rhodesia, and the S. 
African Union itself? Is Smuts a 
Fascist? If not, why not? 

Our mental confusion on these 
matters is extreme. We British seem 
to combine a sentimental adherence 
to democracy in the abstract, with a 
solid determination not to permit it 
to our own subject peoples. That 
suggests that one of the reasons why 
the Americans found it easy to come 
to an arrangement with Darlan was 
that they also are “Fascist” where 
negroes are concerned. 


Democratic Cant 


I DO not pretend to know the right 

answer to the problem, which is 
real and grave. My own opinion is 
that democracy works in this country 
—assuming it to be working now— 


because it is largely tinctured with 
monarchy and aristocracy. That is 
no ground for believing that it would 
work if annlied to coloured races. It 
has not worked even with the peoples 
of Europe. There is no suggestion 
that China, under Chiang-Kai-Shek, 
is a democracy. And I have often 
thought, watcbing the negro soldiers 
now in my country-town, that the 
fonder I was of them, the less would 
I care or dare to expose them to the 
clap-trap of “democratic” politicians, 

Democratic idealists should face 
the problem, not conceal it. To 
clarify my own position I should add 
that, just as little as I believe in the 
panacea of democracy for “subject” 
races, do I believe that the white 
peoples, whether democratic or otker, 
are fit to be their masters. It is the 
white people alone who bear the guilt 
of this war. I make no claim to have 
a solution to the problem; but a 
necessary step towards finding one is 
to “clear our minds of cant”—-in this 
instance, democratic cant. 


France’s Terms 


GOME light is thrown on the vexed 

question of Pierre Laval’s real 
intentions by The Times correspond- 
ent “on the French frontier” (Dec. 
22). He gives an account of the con- 
ference between Hitler and Laval at 
the previous weekend. “Obstacles 
arose because of the necessity of first 
establishing peace between the Axis 
Powers and France.” Laval was in- 
formed that Germany recognized the 
territorial claims of Italy—the cession 
of Nice, Tunis, and Corsica, the claim 


to Savoy being apparently withdrawn. 

Notwithstanding Laval’s avowed belief in 
and desire for a German victory, it was im- 
possible to discuss peace on such terms... 
The conference apparentiy ended with the 
provisional understanding that Germany and 
Italy should recognize Laval as the undis- 
puted chief of the French Government, ignor- 
ing Doriot and Deat... 

Laval also seems to have obtained his own 
terms for the return of the French Govern- 
ment to Paris—namely, complete autocracy, 
hia own Government, the organization of 
his own police and press, and authorization 
to settle with the Paris collaborationists 
aoe Eel seat of Government had been trans- 
erred. 


Reading between the lines, it does 
not appear that in this case Laval 
has done so badly for France: for, 
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Will We HELP 
the Jews ? 


HERE is no doubt about it: one 

tends in war-time to become 
cynical. And the first question that 
came into our mind when the mass- 
murder of Eastern European Jews 
began to be “plugged” in the press, 
was: Why just now? It was hardly 
possible to believe that the informa- 
tion was entirely new. Murder on 
suck a scale must needs out. Why 
begin the campaign at this particular 
moment? To prevent us from giving 
way at Christmas to thoughts and 
hopes of peace? Or may the object 
have been to whip up hatred at a 
moment when a turn of military for- 
tune has awakened an expectation of 
early victory that will probably prove 
delusive? 

We are not, for one moment, sug- 
gesting that the story of these delib- 
efate mass-pogrgms is a war-time 
invention. They may be exaggerated; 
but if only one-quarter of the charges 
are true, it is more than enough to 
damn the Nazi instigators and their 
instruments, who (Mr. Brailsford tells 
us) are mainly non-German: Latvians 
and Lithuanians. But even without 
this fresh spate of atrocities, we 
knew, long before this war began, of 
the systematic barbarity of the Nazis 
towards the Jews. 

And here’s the rub. What did we 
do, as a nation, to help the Jews in 
the pre-war days? Did we offer them 
refuge, in this country or elsewhere 
in our vast empire? Did we even 
permit them freely to enter their own 
national State in Palestine? We did 
nothing at all to help them, when we 
could have helped them greatly. Now 
in 1943 we can do practically nothing 
to help them. Is it being hopelessly 
cynical to be suspicious that anti- 
Jewish atrocities are now being 
“plugged” because it is safe to do so- 
It involves us in no action at all. 


Is it being hopelessly cynical to 
feel a contrast between our silence on 
the slow starvation of Belgium and 
Greece and the vehemence of our 
denunciation of the  barbarities 
agaist the eastern Jews? Is_ it 
being hopelessly cynical to suspect 
that one reason for the difference in 
emphasis is that we can do something, 
ard something very substartial, to 
alleviate the miseries of the Belgians 
and the Greeks, whereas we can do 
nothing or precious little to save the 
Jews from death? 

But even to save the Jews we can 
do something. We could, for examonle, 
offer to share with any neutral 
country in which any remnants found 
refuge the cost of maintaining them. 
And, surely, we could do more than 
that. We could, instead of merely 
breathing fire and slaughter and 
retribution against their torturers, 
publish to the world and to the Nazi 
Government that we were prepared to 
give the Jews asylum now. It may 
be that the Nazis are determined not 
to let them escape. By offering to 
take responsibility for the Jews, we 
could prove it if it is true. If the 
Nazis merely wish to get rid of the 
Jews. for ever—and that is what “ex- 
termination” literally | means—we 
have a chance to save them. Where 
there is a will there is a way. Anda 
great and generous offer of asylum 
would make it hard even for Hitler to 
reject it. 

Until we as a nation do something 
of the kind. we find it impossible to 
believe in the moral integrity of our 
propaganda. Without some genuine 
attempt on our part to relieve the 
miseries of this unfortunate people, 
it is impossible not to be haunted by 
the suspicion that the publication of 
these anti-Jewish atrocities may turn 
out to have been only a bellows to 
blow the ashes of war-hatred into a 
furious fire. 


PEACE NEWS 


British & U.S. Policy 


when translated into non-propaganda 
language, “it was impossible to discuss 
peace on such terms” probably reads 
“Laval refused to discuss peace on 
such terms.” 


4nglo-U.S. Divergences 


HANTS that there are growing 

divergences between tke policy of 
USA and that of Britain are now be- 
ing openly made, particularly in the 
News Chronicle. From Dakar its 
special correspondent reports (Dec. 
21): 

It is already becoming apparent that 
American influence is going to predominate 
in Dakar now that the period of co'labora- 
tion is beginning. British relations with 
this former Vichy stronghold are still dis- 
tant. American. correspondents have en- 
tered the territory immediately they arrived 
on the coast. British correspondents, who 
have been waiting as long as five wecks for 
& proper moment to enter, still have not 
re-eived permission to leave Gambia. 
Then, with regard to the reported 

proposal of the Pope that Rome should 
be declared an open city, Mr. A. J. 


Cummings writes: 

For a number of reasons the American 
Government is more likely than our own to 
give an ear to such a rcquest. I am sure 
that, if made, it would meet with a very 
cold reception from the people of this 
country. 


Yet another example, from the 
same source, of the same kind of thing 
is Mr. Cummings’s evident complac- 
ency over the thought that Russia’s 
peace-terms to Finland (wkich is at 
peace with the USA) would be very 
hard. And, of course, there is (or 
was) tke irritant of l’affaire Darlan. 


Anti-Catholic Sentiment 


HE line of the News Chronicle appears 
to be that the USA has no right to an 
independent poliex tawards Europe. As such 
a policy develops, the News Chronicle seems 
to be trying to enlist two kinds of sentiment 
agninst ‘t: pro-Ruesian and anti-Catholic. 
The latter is indicated by Mr. Cummings'’s 
further comment about the proposal to spare 
Rome: “If the suggestion were to be consid- 
ered with the idea of placating Roman Catho- 
lie sentiment abroad, the immediate answer 
is that a great body of resentment would be 
aroused in the non-Catholic world leading to 
dangerous consequences.” And there have 
been various portentous hints about the 
aanvers that may accrue from Mr. Myron 
Taylor’s mission to the Vatican. 
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A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
(Continued from page one) 


HE fact to bear in mind is that for a 
long period of years, going back at 
least to the time when John Hay was State- 
Secretary, American diplomacy’ in Europe has 
been, in the good sense, conservative. As 
Carlyle said, “there is a noble and an ignobie 
conservatism”. An able writer in Life (Nov. 
22) has lately emphasized that even the ideal- 
ism of President Wilson (which, he says, has 
certainly not been bettered by Roosevelt) 
aimed simply at ‘‘making the world safe for 
demerracy’’. not at making it democratic. 
The relative detachment of USA towards 
the political problems of Europe enabled 
American State-Seerctaries to take over in 
the 20th century what was the function of 
the British Foreign Office in the 19th—the 
endeavour to prevent the European powder- 
magazine from blowing up. This tradition is 
probably at work in American diplomacy 
today. It has nothing against authoritarian 
governments as such; and it is certainly not 
committed to the now Utopian task of eatab- 
lishing political democracy everywhere. Those 
neople who elamour that this is a war “against 
Fuscism”, forget that the government of 
“our oldest ally” is authoritarian. 


A New Europe ? 


GAIN, we should always be mindful of 
the perpetual tension which exists in 
America between the Executive—in this ease, 
the State Denartment—and the Legislative— 
Senate and Coneress. It is so great that it 
imposes a “conservative” foreign policy: any 
departure from which entails the practical 
certainty of repudiation by the Letislative. 

Against this background, the outlines of an 
American policy can perhaps be discerned— 
the effort to rebuild a Eurone whose main- 
tenance will entai] the minimum American 
commitment: a Eurone deminated neither by 
Nazism nor Communism. The American State 
Department appears to believe that the Vati- 
can can still nlav a great part in giving such 
a Europe eoherence. 

Whether this belief is right or wrong, I 
cannot say. The demonic forces may now be 
beyond the possibility of conscious political 
control. But it is at least a nolicy: whereas 
I see no reason to sunnose that the British 
Government—and a fortiori the News Chronicle 
—hag any policy at all. 


How to Save Jews 


N view of the recent revelations of Nazi 
atrocities in Eurone, says the Manchester 
Enardian (Nee. 22). “the Archbishop of York 
has now deseribed the Allied cause as a cru- 
sade,” though “he. had hitherto avoided the 
use of that word.” ‘The Archbishop went on 
to say: “Ft is only by victory that we ehall be 
ah’e ta seve the victims.” 

It is believed that miflions of Jews have 
already been massacred. Will victory bring 
them to life again? The Archbishop knows it 
will not. Will it save the millions more who, 
we are warned, will be done to death between 
now and victory? The Archbishop knows it 
will not. Surely, the best chance of saving 


the life of the Jews would be to offer peace 
on the condition that their persecution and 
murder ceased immediately. 

But to take that course presupposes we 
really believe that Jews are being murdered 
en masse and that we are really concerned. 
to save them. Are we? Then let us prove 
it, as we ought to have done years ago, by 
giving the Jews asylum wherever we can. 
As things are, the Archbishop's words give 
me the uneasy feeling that he is concerned 
with the Jews not as ends, but as means. 


Evonomie Logie 


RR. Arthur Bryant has an_ interesting 

YH articie in the Sunday Times (Dee. 27) 
on the attitude of the serving soldier towards 
reconstruction, based on the experiences of 
eighteen months’ lecturing to them. Social 
security is to the serving soldier more im- 
portant than the standard of living. ‘Security 
in a man’s home. work, and livelihood is geen 
as a fundamental value.” 

“One thing seems 
continues “It will be 
suade the demobilized 
that a nation cannot afford that which 
its own labour can create out of the 
Taw materials available to it. War expend- 
ature in the light of pre-war ‘economy’ has 
made men: revise their economic notions... 
It is so obvious that the country’s present 
capacity to create wealth in the shape of 
tanks, guns. and aeroplanes ia conditioned 
only by its supply of labour and raw materials 
that the same argument ia applied, rightly 
or wrongly, to post-war production. If the 
Service man is to have any say in the brave 
new world, our economists will have to adapt 
themselves to this simple logic.” 

If that be true, then the war will have done 
something good. The destruction of the Maya- 
veil of money-economics is long overdue. 

* ™ * 

R. Bryant has something further to gay 
which points to the potential social sig- 
nificance of pacifist experiments in agricultura} 
community. Service men (he says) appear to 
be more conscious of two needs than civilians. 
One is the need of faith in something preater 
than the self—a need which can be danger- 

ously, as well as beneficently, satisfied. 

The other “is for hea'thy and stable living. 
based on fresh, unprocessed food and kinship 
with the soil. Land settlement after the war 
may prove a bigger issue than most people 
think, especially if coup'ed with some de- 
mobilization scheme by which members of a 
unit who cannot find a livelihood in this 
country can emigrate to a ready-made com- 
munity with their wives and families.” 

This is a matter on which I am prone to 
wishful thinking; but there is no reason why 
Mr. Bryant should be. Therefore I take it as 
unexpected confirmation of my -belief that 
there will be a much stronger “back to the 
land” movement after this war than after the 
last. If pacifist agricultural communities can 
make good by then, their example may he in- 
fluential indeed. 


certain,” he 
difficult to per- 
fighting Yan 


What 


asks 


of Am 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


SI detached observer of recent world events, and of 
national and sectional reactions to them, will have been 
conscious that, as the fear of Nazi Germany wanes, the 

fear of an all-powerful America rises, among the possessing 


classes of Britain. 


The military victories of the United 
Nations in N. Africa and in Russia, 
together with the turn of events in 
France, have led to the unburdening 
of the long pent-up Tory mind. : 

The old imperialism, abandoned in 
1939 is again enthroned. An old-time 
imperialist supersedes a more en- 
lightened Tory administrator at the 
Colonial Office. Controversial legis- 
lation is triumphantly banned. Un- 
easy, uncertain Cripps is dropped. 

By a series of: Ministerial changes 
Mr. Churchill increases his dictatorial 
power. A spate of Tory and Big 
Business utterances and plans con- 
cerning the post-war world sweeps 
away all the Arcadias of yesterday. 


MORE POWERFUL U.S.A. 


But there is one menacing cloud on 
the horizon: the great and growing 
power of the United States. More- 
over, the British reactionary knows 
in his heart that his own desires do 
not entitle him to mercy at the hands 
of American Big Business. Accord- 
ingly the realities of the post-war 
world frighten him. 

He knows that the United States is 
consolidating the American Continent 
into a well-organised trading unit; 
that within the last three years she 
hag increased her proportion of the 
total external trade of the Latin Re- 
publics from 88 p.c. to 65 p.c., and 
also that the economic unification of 
the Americas is a new fact which is 
to be fitted into the Atlantic Charter. 
In the words of Mr. Sumner Welles 


at Virginia (30/5/42): 

I cannot believe the peoples of the United 
States and of the Western Hemisphere will 
ever relinquish the inter-American system 
they have built up. 

He also knows , 
that economic collaboration between the 
United Stes and Australia, New Zealand, 


and Canada, in civil no less than in war 
produc ion. is extending. and that use will 
make it organic and permanent; 


that the United States is steadily penetrating 
into India militarily, industrially, and 
politically; 


that the part the United States is playing 
and will continue to play in the war against 
Japan will prevent a return to the situation 
in 1939, or the establishment of the mon- 
opolies of Britain in the Pacific; 

that the strong hold upon the British Empire 
which the United States will have at the 
end of the war, together with Britain’s ob- 
ligations to the United States under Lend- 
lease, makes the future of that Empire 
highly uncertain; 

that the new productive power which the 
United Stateg is developing in the war, in 
ship-building, for imstanee, foreshadows 
conflict for world markets which is full of 
foreboding, 


SHIFTING ECONOMIC POWER 


The outstanding fact revealed by 
this survey is that in this war the 
economic power of the USA is grow- 
ing, while that of Britain is declining. 

This, together with the incalculable 
increase in the world’s productive 
power to which this mechanistic war 
is giving rise, and the rapid con- 
version of Britain from a creditor to 
a debtor nation, makes acute the 
question of where Britain will find 
markets in the post-war world to 
keep going even a moderate per- 
centage of her industrial plant. 

One need not be surprised, therefore, that 
British Big Business and British Tory states- 
men are now proclaiming the necessity of 
holding on to the Empire. But there is a 
snag. When Mr. Churchill proclaims that 
“We mean to hold our own”, he is painfully 
aware that the USA is daily tightening ite 
grin upon the British Empire. 

The situation is farther complicated by the 
fact that Mr. Roosevelt and his colleagues 
proclaim that imperialism must come to an 
end, and by the further fact that a war for 
control of American policy has already begun 
between the present Administration and Biz 
Business. 


vs J 

The Rooseveltian school of politicians is 
frankly opposed to imperialism. It is true 
that some time ago an Anglo-American Com- 
mission was set up to work out a common 
policy for the economic rehabilitation of their 
West Indian possessions! but it is important 
to note that recently President Roosevelt and 
his colleagues agreed that Puerto Rico shall 
have the right in 1944 (if the war has ended 


by then) to elect its own President and to 
control the Departments of Education and 


Justice, 
KITE-FLYING 


Will Britaih take the hint? On 
Nov. 22, the Sunday Times flew what 
I regard as a very subtle and danger- 
ous kite in a special article by Sir 
Edward Grigg, an ex-Governor of 
Kenya. Here are some extracts: 

Mr. Willkie has fired another broadside 
at British imperialism. 

There will be no stable peace or progress 
after this war without partnership between 
the British Empire and the US in what are 
generally known as imperial responsibilities. 

Many in this country hold that the re- 
sponsibilities of colonial government are 
dangerous to the virtues of any single 
Nation and that they should in consequence 
be discharged in partnership by an inter- 
national authority. 

Both Governments (British and US) have 
declared to France that her Empire wil] be 
restared to her in its entirety, and to Spain 
that no part of her Empie will be taken 
from her...Is it. then, the British Colonial 
Empire only which is to go into liquidation? 

(Henceforth) no single nation will be 
able of its own strength to guarantee the 
peace of any hemisphere or continent. That 
will need organized international partner- 
ship, of which the United Nations must 
form the solid core. In particular, security 
will be a mirage without American co- 
operation. ; i : 
Is this a hint to American Big 

Business to carry on their recent good 
work in the elections and get a 
Republican President elected two 
years hence? This will probably 
happen. | If it does, are the workers 
of Britain and America to be sub- 
jected to iron rules and iron rations 
while British and American Big Busi- 
ness exploit the cheap labour of their 
joint Empires ? 

What is indisputable is that the 
focus of the war's ideology is chang- 
ing, The idealism upon which it has 
been sustained hitherto has been 
scrapped. The key to the post-war 
world is now Insurance; but the 
turn-key will be Big Business—and 
American at that! 


<> 
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PEACE NEWS 


is it Peace or a New Ene 


AS I sat in my lone shieling the 
sounds of carols came roll- 
ing up the hill from the village 
300 feet below. 


This could not have happened two 
months ago, a circumstance not due 
entirely to the fact that the carol 
singers had not emerged then. For 


WORDS OF PEACE — 1 


“All Men Are 
Our Sons ” 


MM BAT are the qualities that we shonld 
¥vV_ try to make our own, if we are to be 
worthy of our national aim—the securing of 
a Christian peace? 

You can go to many books for a reply—to 
the New Testament first and best of all. But 
my answer is from a different source: a cut- 
ting from a newspaper of between twenty 
and twenty-five years ago, which consists of 
two letters written during the last war. 


The first is from a British airman who, in | 


the last war, had shot down an enemy machine 
within our own lines; it is written to the 


mother of the German airman who Iost his ; 


life when, he crashed. 

It’s your son. I know you can’t 
forgive me because I killed him; but 
I want you to know he didn’t suffer; 
the end came very quickly. He had 
your picture in his pocket. I am 
sending it back, though I should like 
to keep it. I didn’t think of him or 
of you when I shot at his machine; 
he was just an enemy spying out our 
ment couldn't let him go back to tell 
the news; it would have meant death 
to our men. 

I know you must have loved him. 
My mother died when I was quite a 
little boy, but I know what she would 
have felt it I had been killed. War 
isn’t fair to women. God, how I wish 
wu was over, I feel, if I just 
touched your boy, he would wake and 
we should be friends. I know his 
body must be dear to you. I will take 
care of him and mark his grave. 
After the war you may want to take 
him home again. My own heart is 
heavy. I felt it was my duty. 

And this was the reply of the German 
mother: 

There is nothing to forgive. I see 
you as you are in your troubled good- 
ness. I feel you coming to me like a 
little boy astonished at having done 
ill when you meant so well. I am 
glad wour heart cared for my boy. 
He was my youngest. 

To women war is a reality, for all 
men are our sons. Yet perhaps wo- 
men, more than men, are to blame 
for this world-war. We did not 
think of the world’s children as our 
children. The baby hands that 
clutched our breasts were so sweet, 
we forgot the hundred baby hands 
that stretched out to us. And now, 
my heart aches with repentance. 
When this war is over, come to me, 
1 am waiting for you. 

} Dr, F. A. Iremonger, 
in the Listener. 


“This was the problem which 
troubled me in the week 
before Christmas”, says 


JOHN SCANLON 


in October the sound could not Fave 
penetrated the heavy curtain of leaves 
on my fortress of tall beech trees. 
Now the trees were bare, and I re- 
flected on their strange behaviour. 

While stocks and shares had all 
shown a tendency to rise as the re- 
sult of Britain’s victory, the leaves 
had actually fallen. This clearly 
shows that while the state of the 
Money Market can determine victory, 
defeat, or stalemate, it still has little 
or no influence on the seasons. 

But having started reflecting I felt 
I might as well continue. It is the 
time of year when everyone born 
North of the Tweed does it just as a 
matter of course. 

“In the morning we say: we'll live 
better today—at evening deplore we 
were worse than before.” Which, 
though said by Cynicus, a Scot, is 
probably true of all other breeds— 
except the English, of course, who 
get more and more moral as the years 
pass, and excessively so when at war. 

True, the English in their individ- 


‘val capacity as Christians admit that 


they have fallen far short of the glory 
of God, but never collectively as a 


nation. 

I was the more convinced of this as the 
mist wreaths from the river bore with them 
the strains of the earol singers singing their 
hosannas to the skies. For although no 
answer came from the skies, except some 
bombs dropped by men practising night fly- 
ing, my training told me that there was no- 
thing incongruous in the answer. Hailing 
the birth of the Prince of Peace with joy ang 
drorning bembs, while difficult for for- 
eigners to blend inte one harmonious whole, 
came naturally to the English. 

After all the birth of Christ established a 
princinle—the principle that Peace was better 
than War. Therefore, if we were dropping 
bombs it would only be in the interests of 
peace. In fact, there is scarcely any record 
of a war ever being fought except to keen 
the peace. For whatever else goes short in 
war time the supply of haloes is unlimited. 


* 


YET the carols remind us that this 

is the time of hope. With the 
end of the year we try to peer into 
the future, knowing, if we are wise, 
that the future, the past, and the 
present all merge into each other al- 
most imperceptibly. 

Wars and rumours of wars have 
been the lot of mankind-through the 
eenturies, All Englishmen will agree, 
however, that otrer nations have 
warred with much less righteous 
reason than ourselves. 

For consider our difficulties. Not 
only have we to keep other lesser 
breeds in order, but we have to do it 
,in conditions due to some oversight 
on the part of the great Creator 
himself. 

There are few people of anv creed 
or colour but accept the doctrine of 
all the politicians that we are the 
greatest people on earth, but are too 
shy to say it ourselves. Instinctively 


* 


To the Editor of Peace News 

HIS correspondence should have 
“been headed “Pacifism and Pre- 
War Politics,” for with two excep- 
tions all the contributors seem to be 
living in the past. The leader which 
initiated the discussion and all the 
letters in reply to it except those 
from Winifred Greenfield and 
Waveney Girvan might just as well 
have been written in 1938. Apart 
from one sentence in Maurice Cran- 
ston’s letter, they ignore altogether 
the fact of the war. 

The significance of this fact is that 
it has largely destroyed the old 
political line-un, Without going so 
far as to agree with Waveney Girvan 
that “after this war the Left and the 
Right will have become indistinguish- 
able’, I think it is becoming increas- 
ingly apparent that Conservative, 
Liberal, and Labour are now almost 
as little descriptive or homogeneous as 
Republican and Democrat. In their 
place we may distinguish four new 
political groupings according to their 
attitude to the war. 

At the one extreme there is the 
pacifist, rejecting the war in toto; at 
the other extreme those who insist 
upon the necessity of a one hundred 
per cent. military victory and the 


PACIFISM 


permanent subjection of the “ag- 
gressor’ nations. Between these two 
extremes are those who, while re- 
jecting complete pacifism, are yet 
able to envisage a peace without 
military victory. Some of these urge 
peace by negotiation; others aim at 
neace by revolution. The question for 
the pacifist to decide is whether he 
ean co-operate with either of these. 

Humphrey Moore thinks not. 
“Peace can only come,” he says, “by 
the conscious effort of men and 
women who have renounced war.” 
And, of course, he is right: per- 
manent, total peace can only be 
realized by the complete renunciation 
of armed defence. But having said 
that, have we said our last word? 
Have we no further help to offer in 
extricating suffering humanity from 
the quagmire of war in which it is 
now helplessly floundering? 

May it not be that “the conscious 
effort of men and women who have 
renounced war” might be most use- 
fully directed towards stopping the 
present one? And is it not possible 
that by co-operating with non- 
pacifists in a determined attack now 
upon some of the causes of war— 
racial inequality and hatred; private 
and irresponsible ownership of land; 


we know that the island itself did 
not arse from out the azure main 


until commanded by heaven to do so. | 


Greatness was thrust upon us. Yet, 
through some carelessness, this is- 
jand was created without the means 
of greatness within its own sea-girt 
shores. Thus, nobody will dispute 
that rubber, oil, tin, and gold are now 
all essential to greatness. But at the 


Creation we had none of these things. 
What was even worse carelessness, the 
lesser brecds, who placed no value on these 
things, had them in abundance. Malaya, 
where the people were not even Christians, 
could grow rubber. Persia, a country where 
its public men, lacking all ambition, intimated 
that they preferred books of verse and jugs of 
wine, yet had been given oil. Practically 
ignorant Boer farmers had been given go‘d. 

I use the word “had” because gradually we 
have straightened out the inequalities left by 
the Creator. And never once have we lost 
sight of our true mission. The speech of 
Queen Elizabeth’s Solicitor General, Coke, in 
ealling on Englishmen to resist Philip of 
Spain’s threat to dominate the world could 
not have been improved on, even by Sir 
Stafford Cripps himself. 


* 


A ND the end is not yet. A long 
*™ line of dictators, Joan of Arc, the 


Dutch, the French, the Czar, the Mad | 


Mnilah, the Mahdi, Paul Kruger, the 
Kaiser, all had to be taught their 
place. Lenin, too, had been unreason- 
able, thougr a great historian has 
just explained to us that that was due 
to a misunderstanding. 

Once again it is Germany. Who 
next will fail to see reason? And 
what weapons, in addition to the 
Bible, will be required? Sharper and 
better flints, feathered arrows, gun- 
powder, dreadnoughts, all have failed 
to impress the world that we are only 
concerned with principles. 

While the carol singers were send- 
ing their adoration to the high 
heavens it transpires that America 
was sending bigger and better planes 
in the same direction. What is worse, 
their planes are bigger and better 
than those of the island created by 
heaven’s eommand. 

In 1908 the Young Tories were 
convinced that the Empire could not 
be held together with: less than eight 
new dreadnoughts. In December, 
1942, Str Lindsay Everard MP is say- 
ing in Parliament: 

it is no good trying to run o first class 
Empire on third class civil aviation. 


And Mr. W. R, B. Perkins MP is 


saying: 

Airways are stretching 
their tentacles all_over the world. He 
feared the ‘‘Cease Fire’ would be followed 
by a race between the Americans and our- 
selves to contro] the air routes. We shall 
have practica‘ly no aeroplanes with which 
to comnets excent those loaned to us under 
Lease-Tend. If we tried to do this, fric- 
tion would be inevitable, 

What is the lesson for the world 
from all this? It is that if we wish 
for peace we must have better aero- 
planes. Peace on earth, good will to 
all men, by all means, but if we wish 
to remain what is called “a first-class 
Power” we must have bigger and 
better planes. Thus proving that 
whilst we rate peace high and carol 
singing important we remain “prac- 
tieal.” 


and POLITICS x 


vested interests in finance and in- 
dustry; imperialism; national sover- 
eignty; and power politics—on the 
lines of the Cove Manifesto, we may 
bring nearer the end of this war and 
postnone the outbreak of the next? 

“We are agreed,” says the PPU’s 
third Affirmation, 


in our apprehension of the increasing power 
of the existing social order to destroy the 
individual and prohibit real community. Ex- 
isting society denies the pacifist way of 
life; and we must therefore witness against 
this denial. ‘ 

The fourth Affirmation adds that 
our task is to maintain persistent good will 
and right human relationships. This involves 
the readiness to take the most creative and 
constructive action within the framework 
of existing circumstances. 


The Cove Manifesto is an effort to 
foster good will towards the German 
people and a move towards the estab- 
lishment of better human relation- 
ships generally. Within the frame- 
work of existing circumstances, what 
more creative and constructive action 
than to welome and support it? To 
argue that politics on this level 
matters no more to the pacifist than 
the politics of conservatism is to make 
nonsense of the last two affirmations. 

ERIC G. ATTWOOD 
7 Coronation Ct., 
31 Willesden Lane, N.W.6. 


(Other letters on page 4) 


iif HE basis of he Peace Pledge Union is 
i the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
| RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
| SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


{ 


ieee 
The Development 


‘Secretary Reports 


| Although all Areas have not been 
iable to find time to write to me about 
recent activities, sufficient reports 
{have come in to enable me to forma 
i reasonably accurate picture of the 
work engaging the attention of 
Groups. 


HE Armistice Campaign gathers 
* momentum slowly. As yet, only 
one meeting has been held, . in 
Leicester, where Laurence Housman 
and Donald Port were the speakers. 

The Food Relief Campaign engages 
the attention cf more groups than any 
other issue, especially in the East 
Midlands. Several groups report 
good results from the use of the shop 
; window displays. 
| The North-West Area appears to 

have been early off the mark with 
jtheir Indian Freedom Campaign, as 
‘Dinah Stock addressed a meeting at 
Liverpool on Nov. 7 on this subject, 
while Reginald Sorensen has visited 
Manchester to address a lunch-hour 
, public meeting. 

The Merseyside Region do not 
intend to neglect the Anti;Vansittart 
| concern: they recently held a meeting 
‘on “Are the German people guilty?” 
laddressed by Alun Williams and 
. Geoffrey Pittock-Buss. 

Laurence Housman certainly gets 
around the country! I have a report 
of a crowded meeting at Chester for 
a play-reading, while other reports 
mention his play-readings at Leicester, 
Liverpool, and Manchester. I was 
pleased to learn from the North-West 
Area that John Barclay was able te 
address a series of informal meetings 
in each of the Regions. 


TRAVELLING THE COUNTRY 


Looking back through the pages of 
my diary I find that I, too, have been 
Seeing more of the country than 
usual. 

_On Nov. 16 I visited the Bedford Group to 
discuss a problem of Area boundaries. From 
Nov. 22 to 24 I was in the Bournemouth 
Region, attending Regional meetings. I also 
found time to visit a contact member, at 
Swanage. A weekend in the Lakeland Area 
followed, during which time I spoke to group 
meetings at Windermere and Kendal. I went 
on, immediately, to the South-Eastern Area 
visiting key members at Hastings, Lewes. and 
Brighton and sveaking to groups at East 
Grinstead and Tunbridge Wells. On my re. 
turn to London I addressed the evening sess- 
ion of the Area meeting on Dec. 6. 

The following Friday I jeft for Sunderland 
where I spoke to the local group. I was in- 
terested to know that this group intended to 
distribute during Christmastide 130 parcels 
of food etc. to evacuces from London, who 
are staying in a local hospital. From Sun- 
derland I went to Newcastle, and snoke at 
the Regional mesting and on Dec. 13 I ade 
dressed the War Resisters’ Group. Their “rol 
of Honour” shows that eight members are now 
in prison. 

VISIT TO SCOTLAND 


From Newcastle I went to Aberdeen where 
members gamely waited until I arrived, at 
3 p.m. before beginning the meetine! Dundee 
followed, one evening being devoted to an in- 
forma! talk with some group members and 
the other to addressing the group Meeting. 
From Dundee I pushed on to Edinburgh where 
I snoke at a group meeting, addressed the 
students at the Kingston Clinie, and also had 
an _ informal meeting with group officers. 

T ended this: tour at Glasgow visiting the 
Area meeting and addressing the Glasgow 
Regional] meeting. I was havpy to attend 
the famous Glasgow Studv Circle and hear 
Sir Hueh Roberton in delightful form. 

My forthcoming engacements are: Jan. 2, 
; Fast Midlands Area, Nottincham: Jan, 9, 
Nationa] Develorment Committee, followed by 
a week in the West Midlands area; Jan, 36- 
Feb. 6, Western Area. 


ALBERT TOMLINSON 


essential information: 


What Gandhi 
Really Said 


A series of extracts from the Iast 
issue of HARIJAN before his arrest 
Including his letter ‘To the Japanese.” 


AN IMPORTANT PAMPHLET 
AT A VERY LOW PRICE 
(post free, 2d.) from The P.P.U. 


ID Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh 
m= ‘“Ntreet, London, W.C.L 
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Letters to the Fditor 


Owing to the iarge number of ciaima 
on our severely limited space, correapond- 
enta are urged to keep their lettera very 
brief. and preferably under 250 worde 


Pacifism and Politics 


Leonard Trayner has unfortunately 
misread our letter (PN 11/12/42) in 
which it wag never cla.med “that the 
economic structure of capiialism must 
inevitably lead to war, whilst that of 
socialism will not.” In fact, we made 
no conjecture as to the relevance of 
the socialist economy to peace, 
although we implied the inherent 
tendency to war in present society. 
Neither did we claim “that all war 
springs from econoni:c sources.” 


Mr. Trayner has been too busy im- 
puting to us what he wishes we had 
said, to convince us “that capitalist 
democracy, the society to be con- 
served, makes for peace” (which is 
what we doubted). One sympathizes 
with his diffidence, since history 
shows that such a society normally 
issues in war; at which point the 
individual “.ntention not to engage in 
warfare with one’s neighbours’ is 
about as relevant as a stirrup pump 
in Hell. A _ potential “change of 
heart” effects little for the tortured 
millions of Warsaw, Cologne, and 
Chungking. 

“The difficulty,” as your balanced 
leader (25/12/42) explains, “is that 
conservatism has no very definite 
political connotation,” but the effect 
of approving “philosophical con- 
servatism” 1s to encourage Mr, 
Trayner’s view that conservatism is 
a “form of society.” We hope that 
he will come to recognize that it is 
an attitude to society and one hardly 
compatible with pac.fism in the con- 
text of what the third Affirmation 
ealls “the increasing power of the 
existing social order to destroy the 
individual and prohibit real com- 


munity.” 
BILL GRINDLAY 
DONALD PORT 
RONALD H. SMITH 
HOWARD WHITTEN 


(Another letter on this subject 
eek: ject appears on 


Causes of War 


A, E. Cooke's letter in PN (Nov. 11) con- 
demning the British National Party is a 
typical example of pacifist political stupidity. 
A pacifist myself, I regret having to say this, 
I have no knowledge of this party apart from 
A. E. Cooke's letter; I judge that it is of doubt- 
ful value, if, as he implies, it has no clear- 
eut economic policy. Some points selected by 
A.E.C, for condemnation are good ones: those 
who do not consider them cannot understand 
some of the most important causes of, and 
motives for, war. 

“Nationalism” is not a cause of war. A 

/ more reasonable view is that the economic 
strains in each nation become apparent at 
the national boundaries, because it is not 
eustomary for (e.g.) Surrey to fight Middle- 
sex nowadays. The forfeiture of National 
sovereignty to an international authority is 
just as likely to result in bigger and better 
wars, as in anything else, because the belliger- 
ent units would be larger. 

A.E.C. condsmns the BN party for men- 
tioning “multiple shops and the aliens who 
tun them,” because it must “tend to anti- 
Jewish prejudice.” Why should Jews whose 
policies are anti-social be immune from criti- 
ism or restraint? If one criticizes Gentiles 
yone is not accused of being ‘‘anti-Gentile.” 


If the BN Party condemns “financial con- 
trol’, “bureaucratic control”, and “planning”, 
good for it; these are among the most potent 
causes of, and motives for, war. Against 
them, the on'y remedy i3 an economic system 
based on Social Credit principles as taught 


by C. H. Douglas. 
M eo EDWARD ASHWORTH 
66 Queen’s Rd, Richmond, Surrey. 


OS A aS ST a ST 


Quaker Service Inj 
East London 


in sewing the seeds of 


ELLOWSHIP & PEACE 


Our 8 Centres are busy with 
Youth clubs, social and war relief 
work, evening classes, religiou 
meetings, Sunday schools, nur- 
sery schools, play centres, etc. 


Your Support is Vital if we are 
to maintain and develop this work. 


Please ask for a copy of our 
Annual Report 


. 


The Bedford Institute Asscciation, 
Quaker Street, London, E.1. 


\75 Years of Social Servicey 
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PEACE NEWS 


January 1, 1943 


LOCKING AHEAD || Victory Will be Too Late 


| WISH you all a fruitful New Year. 
_As yet I see no hope of peace on the 
horizon. The more urgent is the task of 
laying such foundations as we can for a 
life that will be valid, come what may, 
The longer peace is delayed, the less can 
be our reasonable hopes of it, the more cer- 
tain that the brave new world will he a 
grim place for those who have not under- 
gone a revolutionary change of values. 


Those who have will (I believe) be the 
vital substance of the peace movement of 
the future. The peace movement that 
would prevent war belongs to the past; 
the peace movement that can learn from 
war to the future. That process of self- 
education has even now barely begun. To 
strengthen it, to endow it with “appliances 
and means to hoot” is the object of the 
Peace News Fund, 

Contributions since Dec. 21: £25. 19. 9d. 
Total to date: £4,038. 1 11d. 


THE EDITOR | 


Please make cheques etc. payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to 
the Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


THE PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE 


AY AY I assure T. B. Sanderg that I have 
4 lived long enough to know that every 
new world is relative. Moreover I have been 
at pains to ascertain the effects of war propa- 
ganda on the mind of the masses. IT have 
a fairly complete record of the affirmations and 
promiscs of responsible statesmen on both 
sides of the Atiantic which have accompanied 
the endless appeals for fresh sacrifices. 


That record emphasizes three things: the 
necessity of destroying Hitlerism: the wrong- 
ness of pre-war economic and political policy; 
and the imperative need, expressed in a 
strong variety of highly coloured phrases, of 
establishing social and international economic 
policy on a sound and truly democratic basis. 
These statements, which have been b!azoned 
over the wireless and in newspaper headlines, 
have produced a mental complex which in- 
c:udes a strong expectation of better things. 
I put it no higher than that. 


Mr. Sanders affirms that the Beveridge new 
world will satisfy “the overwhelming majority 
of our fellow-countrymen.” I disagree pro- 
foundly, 


‘Ine average working-man knows enough 
about social insurance to realize that the 
Beveridge scheme will not give him what he 
most desires—-work and wages. He is not 
primarily concerned about what is to happen 
to him when he is 65 or if he is unemployed, 
but eabout having decent wages, a standard 
of living much higher than that of the dole, 
even on the Beveridge level. That ‘‘over- 
whelming majority” is today either earning 
fairly good money or is in the Services, and 
in neither case is it ready to accept the 
Beveridge dole as the promised new world. 

Yory politicians no doubt think otherwise, 
for which reason many of them. will aupport 
the Beveridge scheme. The workers will ac- 
cept the Beveridge scheme, of course, as it 
marks a big advance in the realm of social 
insurance, but the Beveridge plan does not 
touch the question of industrial standards, 
which is the more vital concern of “the over- 
whelming majority...” 

Incidentally the latter are conscious of the 
recent reactionary utterances of Big Business, 
and of world economic changes during the 
war, such as the enormous increase in the 
world’s productive power, both of which are 
destroying. their faith in a better world and 
in constitutional politics. If it were really 
true that the majority of British workers 
would be satisfied with an idle life on the 
Beveridge dole, then we pacifists might just 
as well shut up shop. 

WILFRED WELLOCK 


12 Victoria Av., Birmingham 32. 
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—Charles A, Earl, 8 Molyneux Rd., Farn- 
combe. 

Hull.—Miss M. Appleby, 10 Southfield Rd., 


Bricknell Av., Hull. 
Plymouth.—Arthur §. Gage, Swarthmore, 
(Plymouth 5268). 


Mutiey, Plymouth. 

Putney and Barnes (covering S.W.13 and 
S.W.15).—D. A, H. Ritchie, 5 Ranelagh Av., 
S.W.18. 

Southend-on-Sea: (covering Shoeburyness, 
Fou!ness, Rochford, Benfleet and Battles- 
bridge).—Leonard G. Stubbs, 27 Montague Av., 
Leigh-on-Sea. 

Tenbury Wells individual] adviser.— Edred 
Wright, The Vicarage, St. Michaels, Tenbury 


Wells. 
(covering Weybridge, 


Walton-on_Thames 
Addleston, Chertsey, Hersham, Esher, and 
18 Dallington 


Cobham).—Talbot R. Price, 

Court, Hersham. 

Woking.—W. Heggie, c/o Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherring, 12 Mabel St., Woking. 
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\ RATCLIFFE’S PAMPHLETS 


4d, each. 6d. post free. 


“Why This War Came!” 


“The Truth About The Christian Church 
and War!” 


“The Truth About Religion In Germany!” 


“The Truth About Hitler 
R.c. Church!” 
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Sensational! Daring! Challenging! 
The Four with specimen copy of 
“The Vanguard” post free P.O. 1s. 6d. 
B.P.L., 2 Endrick Drive, Bearsden 
near Glasgow. 
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to Aid the. 


Starving 


J URTHER press support has been 

given to the current proposals 
for relieving Belgium’s food problem. 
The recent speech of Prince Carl, 
chairman of the Swedish Red Cross, 
describing the work of the relief 
arrangements in Greece, prompted 
the Manchester Guardian to claim in 
a leader that 

the success of these experiments is a strong 

argument for making an effort to relieve 

the acute distress in Belgium...The case 
for sending medical supplies to countries in 
great need should be examined on this basis. 

Dr. Emil Cammaerts wrote in The 
Times, Dee. 12, supporting the B shop 
of Chichester’s letter (PN, 25/12/42): 

The number of cases of tuberculosis, which 
was in December (1941) 60% above that of 
1940, was in June from 80 to 100% above 
that level in urban districts ...If, aecord- 
ing to General Smuts’s estimate, the war is 
going to last another two years, the harm 
done to the younger generation will be irre- 
parabie, and the plana we are making for 
the relief of the starving after their liber- 
ation will come too late, 

His fears are underlined by the 
latest report of the Swedish Com- 
mittee for the Relief of Belgian 
Children, based on information which 
reached them in November last, 
quoted in The Times, Dec. 21, which 
concludes: 3% 

Tt is evident that #9 no improvement takes 
place tuberculosis ill not only claim its 
victims among the young but will affect the 
whole population and bring about a weak- 
ening of the race. Such debility would be 
beyond remedy. 


First step towards the call-up of boys 

of 18 will be taken with the registration 

. on Jan. 9 of those born between Oct. 1, 
1924, and Mar. 31, 1925. 


NEWS OF £.0.s, 


HOUGH reduced drastically in number of 

_ names. thers fe na reduction in the high 
quality of the CBCO Bulletin for December. 
Facts and ficures are still its keynote, though 
there are also features of general interest. 
These include extracts fom Fenner Brockway’s 
autobiography (just published by Allen and 
Unwin at 15s.) and greetings from CO or- 
ganizations in USA. ‘ 

A reminder that the Minister of Labour has 
the power of ordering any emnloyable person 
to a job was issued by the North-West Div- 
isional office on Dec. 22 as a preliminary to 
the registration of 14-year-old girls at War- 
rineton ‘fas part of the concentration of the 
clothing industry”, reported the D. Express, 
Dec. 28. 

* * * 

“A music teacher who said she considered 
she was doing work of national importance 
in Yosching Vite childeon to he hannv’ was 
directed to take up emnloyment as a dining 
room maid at a hospital when she was sum- 
moned at Uxbridee today” (reported the Star, 


Dec. 21) “for foiling to commly with the 
direction of the National Service officer. 
“The woman. Miss Vern Ethel Mayhew, 33, 
of Grosvenor Vale, Ruislin. told the court: 
‘I refuse to submit to direction or conscrip- 
tion of any sort.” She was fined £15, or two 
months’ in default. and was allowed a month 
‘to think it over'’.” 
| _ Florence M_ Surfleet. of Hampstead. was 
| fined £10 with one guinen costs at Maryle 
bone police court om Dee. 24 for failure to 
register for fire-watching. She had written 
to the Clerk of the horeuch council exvlaining 
that she was a Christian nacifist and felt 
that five-watehine was a definite nart of the 
war effort and she could not, therefore, take 
part in it. 
ane TELS 0 TE, 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 


addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 2s, 6d. 
(Box No. 6d. extra), 


ASH must accompany copy, 
series bookings. 


ATEST TIME for copy to be received: 
MONDAY. Please type copy separately 
from your letter, but add name and address, 


DISPLAYED ADVTS. 


AXIMUM space allowed: 8 column-inches, 
LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


ACCOMMODATION 


CAN ANYONE lIook after cheery boy, aged 
44 (‘Peace News baby’) advised by doctor 
take 2-3 weeks holiday, preferably on farm? 
Moore, 7 Barnard Green, Welwyn Garden City. 

FATHER (professional), with daughter 
aged 2 yrs., seeks home with good Christian 
family fond of children, animals. and hicher 
thought, London or suburbs. Box 648 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 2 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts. apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 38 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
rennipemoenrg af nacifiers 

TO LET. Small Chalet, partly furnished, 
suit 1 or 2; main water, washhouse; ideal 
situation; 15s. weekly; minute Newton-Totneg 
road. Vegetarians preferred... Also Caravan 
available shortly. Crocker, Biltor, Ipplepen, 
Devon. 


except for 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence {also visit) lessona 6s., classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Hil! Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


DOLL’S PRAM and Child’s Tricycle wanted 
for daughter of C.O. on land. Reasonable 
price and carriage offered. Wills, “‘Pen-stryt,” 
Gellifor. Ruthin, Denbighshire. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


COOK-HOUSEKEEPER, capable of cater- 
ing 20-30 persons; also Domestic Worker, re- 
quired for new community experiment. Must 
be conscientious worker and fond of country. 
Box 664 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. 

BOOKS loaned to C.O.4 on land etc; with- 
out obligation. Write for list Marshall. 21 
Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 

“HITLER AND RELIGION”: Pamphlet by 
Rev, Sidney Spencer. 3d. post free; 1s, 8d. 
per dozen copies. From the Author, 40 Syd- 
enham Av., Liverpool, 17. 

QUAKEKISM. dutormation and Hterature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, fres on applica- 
tien to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Printers of ‘‘Peace Newa’’ 


CLIFFORD PRINTING CO. (t.v.) 


VICTORIA WORKS, 12b MANOR RD, 
LONDON, N.16. 
have facilities to print one or two more 
weekly, monthly or quarterly newspapers, 
booklets, magazines, bulletina, ete. 
Quotations on Application. 


PERSONAL 


INTRODUCTIONS by post between pacifists, 
progressives, and other PN readers. Profits 
for Peace. Stamp brings particulara, Box BB4 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


ANIMAL WELFARE society requires com- 
petent worker, man or woman, residing in 
London, collect subscriptions, canvas ete. 
Salary paid while training permanent post. 
Box 669 PN, 8 Riackstock Rd., N.4. 

CAPABLE HELPER required in house and 
village shop; good thome; refugee considered. 
Jeffrey, Wysall, Nottingham. 

DRIVER wanted for lorry; work wastepaper 
collection from firms already contacted, S.W. 
London. Box 655 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

GIRL leaving school required for Peace 
News office. Apply personally 8 Blackstock 
Rd.. N.4, 

MARRIED COUPLE required, evacuation 
hostel for elderly people, woman as_ cook; 
maintenance similar F.W-R.S. Gledhow 
Hostel, Oxenhope, Keighley, Yorkshire. 

QUALIFIED CHILDREN’S NURSE _re- 
quired at country hostel (Gloucestershire) for 
refugee and evacuee children, Alao NURSERY 
HELPER. Apply International Commission, 
67 Brook St., London, W.1. 


TUTOR wanted for four children on a farm 
to Matrie standard, and part time land work. 
Terms and qualifications to Box 25 Smith's 
Bookshop, Penzance. 


UNCONDITIONAL C.0O.s invited to apply 
for situation as Manager, live as family, news, 
stationery, toilet goods, books, tobacco. Kay’s 
Bookshop, Bramley, Guildford. 


WORKING HOUSEKEEPER wanted in 
small vegetarian family near London; live in. 
Write stating age and experience and salary 
to Mra. Cox, 2 Soilershot West, Letchworth 
(in first case). 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0., previously headmaster, exempt Jand- 
work, seeks post gardening instructor (full- 
time food production). Box 654 PN, 8 Black. 
stock Rd., N.4. 


_ ©.O. (27) requires land work, community or 
farm. Nome Counties preferred but not es- 
sential. Some experience. Box 667 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


MALE OR MENTAL Nursing required by 
married C.O., 26, some experience; live out 
Home Counties preferred. Write Box 666 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Foud Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforta. 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat. 
ae (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 


WYE VALLEY. Guest House in own park 
of 150 acres. Vegetarians and others catered 
aan from £2 173. 6d. “Lindors”, St. Briavela, 

OS. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD. Join The 
Movement and help to build the New World. 
Write today for Manifesto, to Hon. Organizer, 
91 Circle Gdns., London S.W.19. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London N.4. 
by) “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co.. (T.U.) London N.16 


